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1. IN THE COURSE OF HIS CONSULTATIONS IN MOSCOW IN NOVEMBER 
(REFTEL), DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLICAL AFFAIRS VIBE MET 

FOR TWO HOURS WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ZEMSKOV FOR A 
REVIEW OF CURRENT INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS. A MORE 
SIGNIFICANT DISCUSSION OF EUROPEAN QUESTIONS TOOK PLACE 
LATER IN OSLO, HOWEVER, WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS LEBEDEV, WHO 
HAD BEEN INTRODUCED TO VIBE DURING HIS VISIT TO MOSCOW. 

2. THE DISCUSSION OF CSCE WITH ZEMSKOV FOCUSED PARTICULARLY 
ON BASKET THREE, WITH ZEMSKOV USING FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS ABOUT 
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OF VIOLENCE TO JUSTIFY THE SOVIET POSITION. ON MBFR, ZEMSKOV 
EXPLAINED THAT THE USSR UNDERSTOOD THAT THE WEST MEANT 
ASYMMETRICAL REDUCTIONS WHEN IT REFERRED TO "BALANCE," 

BASINGITSELF ON THE DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHIC POSITION OF THE 
U.S. AND USSR VIS-A-VIS EUROPE. ZEMSKOV ARGUED, HOWEVER, 

THAT OTHER GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS MUST ALSO BE TAKEN INTO 
CONSIDERATION, LIKE THE U.S. BASES WHICH EXIST AROUND THE WHOLE 
PERIPHERY OF THE USSR. IN ESSENCE, THERE WAS NOTHING NEW 
IN ZEMSKOV'S PRESENTATION ON EUROPEAN QUESTIONS. 

3. LEBEDEV FIRST JOINED VIBE AND HIS WIFE AT THE BOLSHOI 
THEATER IN MOSCOW AND LATER VISITED AMBASSADOR ROMANOVSKIY 
IN OSLO. DURING A CALL ON VIBE IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IN 

OSLO, LEBEDEV PROBED PERSISTENTLY TO LEARN WHAT VIBE THOUGHT 
WAS THE NORWEGIAN AND GENERAL EUOPREAN ATTITUDE TOWARD 
SUPER-POWER COOPERATION. IN THIS CONNECTION, LEBEDEV REFERRED 
TO VARIOUS STATEMENTS BY THE EUROPEAN STATESMEN, WITH SPECIAL 
EMPHASIS ON THE REMARKS OF FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
JOBERT. (AT A NOVEMBER 19 DINNER FOR THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
GIVEN BY ROMANOVSKIY, OUR AMBASSADOR WAS PLACED NEXT TO 
LEBEDEV, WHO PERSISTENTLY KEPT TRYING TO DISCUSS U.S.-SOVIET 
RELATIONS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE FOR DETENTE.) 

4. FROM HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH LEBEDEV (WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 
ANOTHER "VICTOR LOUIS TYPE"), VIBE RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION 
THAT THE USSR HAS BECOME CONCERNED OVER THE IMPLICATIONS FOR 
ITS EUROPEAN POLICY OF ITS CLOSE TIES WITH THE U.S. HE 
THOUGHT THAT THE USSR WAS UNEASY OVER THE EVIDENCE THAT 
FRANCE IS INFURIATED BY THE "HUMILIATION" WHICH THE GREAT 
POWERS IMPOSED ON EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS AND FEARS 
THAT THIS REACTION MAY HARM ITS SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
FRANCE. MOSCOW IS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED, IN VIBE'S JUDGMENT, 

BY INDICATIONS THAT WEST EUROPEAN RESENTMENT AND ANXIETY OVER 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE U.S.-SOVIET DIALOGUE MAY ACT TO 
ACCELERATE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION, EXTENDING TO THE AREA OF 
DEFENSE. VIBE SPECULATED THAT THE APPARENT IMPORTANCE PLACED 

BY MOSCOW IN THE MBFR TALKS ON ENSURING THAT REDUCTION PROPOSALS 
ENCOMPASS WEST GERMAN FORCES COULD BE ONE REFLECTION OF THIS 
CONCERN TO SEE THAT A WEST EUROPEAN DEFENSE FORCE DOES NOT DEVELOP. 
BYRNE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 03 OSLO 04482 061032Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTE, MEETINGS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 DEC 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: hilburpw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973OSLO04482 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: OSLO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 241 /aaaabdxh. tel 

Line Count: 107 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: OSLO 4481 (NOTAL) 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hilburpw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19-Sep-2001 by martinml>; APPROVED <24-Sep-2001 by hilburpw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NORWEGIAN-SOVIET CONSULTATIONS: CSCE, MBFR AND EUROPE 
TAGS: PFOR, PARM, NO, UR, US, XG, CSCE, MBFR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



